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Course Syllabus
_____________________________________________________________
Title:    Criminal Investigation                              Semester:  Spring 2018 
Catalog Number:  CJUS-205-D1                         Credit Hours:  3   Contact Hours:  40
Offered:  Online
Professor:  Scott Dunham	                               Phone:       
Email:  sdunham@smccme.edu                           Office Hours: N/A _______________________________________________________________________

Course Description

This course provides the student with the basic skills necessary to conduct a criminal investigation.  Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of effective case management, investigative strategies, interview and interrogation techniques, the use of forensics in a criminal investigation, and the laws of arrest, search and seizure as they relate to a criminal investigation.  Actual criminal investigations will be examined and students will investigate a mock criminal incident.  
________________________________________________________________________

Course Objectives

Upon the successful completion of this course the student will be able to:

1. Define the term investigation; list the objectives of a criminal investigation; and identify and explain the methods used in conducting a criminal investigation.
2. Define the common laws of arrest, search and seizure and how they relate to a criminal investigation.
3. Define the desirable characteristics and attitudes for investigators; explain how they are developed; and list the precautions taken to ensure continued objectivity will be maintained.
4. Define the importance of notes and reports, explain their uses in a criminal investigation and subsequent trial; list the principles of report writing and illustrate the phenomena of Modus Operandi.
5. Define interviewing and explain how proficiency in this art is obtained.  Describe techniques and methods of obtaining information through an interview.  Identify and discuss the importance of an area canvas for witnesses and the evaluation of witness and victims who are to testify in court.
6. Develop awareness for the art of criminal interrogation and identify and discuss components, rules, classifications of suspects and methods and techniques involved in criminal interrogation.
7. Demonstrate awareness for the value of properly collected physical evidence examined by trained laboratory technicians, and be able to describe and apply techniques of crime scene processing.
8. Identify the role of police records systems; list the various purposes for the acquisition and maintenance of vast reservoirs of information and their relationships and importance to the overall police effort.  Identify the use of specialized systems and explain their importance to police records systems.  Describe the role of the crime analyst in a criminal investigation.
9. List the various examples of how investigators develop, cultivate, maintain and use sources of information.
10. Explain the value of surveillance and undercover operations and their need in a criminal investigation.
11. Describe the basic format and methods involved for taking statements and confessions. 
12. Explain the specific guidelines utilized in the investigation of selected crimes and investigative scenes.  
13. List and assemble all necessary information, evidence and documents relating to a specific case for presentation to the district attorney and subsequent court proceeding.  Identify the strong and weak areas of a case.
14. Examine and critique actual preliminary and follow-up police reports identifying the strong and weak aspects of the case.  Develop effective case management strategies to bring the case to a conclusion.
15. Develop an appreciation for the importance of the investigator’s court demeanor to the outcome of the trial.  Identify the elements of good and poor demeanor and illustrate the effects on a judge and jury.  Develop an appreciation for the role of the expert witness and identify those who can testify as an “expert”.  Describe the procedure for qualifying the expert witness.
16. Identify and describe advances in investigative technology.
________________________________________________________________________

Required Materials      

Textbook        (1) Finding Amy: A True Story of Murder in Maine, Joseph K. Loughlin, 
                              Kate Clark Flora University Press of New England
                              (Paperback)
________________________________________________________________________

Grading

Course Grade:
      A    93-100          A-   90-92.9                     
      B+  87-89.9         B     83-86.9          B-   80-82.9
      C+  77-79.9         C     73-76.9          C-   70-72.9
      D+  67-69.9         D     63-66.9          F     0-62.99

       “I” Grade:  A temporary grade of “I” may be given when a student has, due to extraordinary circumstances, failed to complete all required course work by the end of the semester.  This assumes that the student has made a consistent and persistent effort up to the point the “circumstances” occurred and that most course work has been completed.  The remaining work must be completed and a new grade submitted by the mid-point of the semester following receipt of the “I” grade.  An “I” grade which is not changed during this period automatically becomes an “F”.

Your final grade for this course will be based on the following:

Quizzes     (25%)			Quizzes will cover text readings along with                  
                           			associated lecture and handout material.                                                     
Mid-term examination (25%)   	Week of TBD      
Final examination (25%)          	Week of TBD
Class participation (25%)  		(discussion board) 
		             

Dates for the quizzes and examinations are given far enough in advance, so that students can adjust their schedules accordingly.  There will be no make-up quizzes given. Only under extraordinary circumstances and at the discretion of the professor will a student be allowed to take a missed examination. 

All students should be prepared to spend a minimum of two hours on out of class
preparation for each hour of classroom instruction.
This preparation will include but not limited to review of lecture notes, completion of
reading assignments, studying of course materials and completion of class
projects/papers as assigned.

______________________________________________________________

Attendance Policy:

In order to meet the course goals and objectives, students must actively participate in discussions via the SMCC blackboard. You will be required to log on to blackboard a minimum of two times per week. You will be periodically asked to post your thoughts in the discussion board, and you will also respond to the posts of two of your fellow students. Your access to blackboard will be monitored for adherence.

Failure to log on to blackboard in the first week will result in an e-mail from the instructor to determine if you are still taking the class. The department chair will be notified and you may be dropped from the class if no participation is noted by week two.

Add-Drop Policy:
Students who drop a course during the one-week “add/drop” period in the fall and spring semesters and the first three days of summer sessions receive a 100% refund of the tuition and associated fees for that course.  Please note any course that meets for less than the traditional semester length, i.e., 15 weeks, has a pro-rated add/drop period.  There is no refund for non-attendance.

Withdrawal Policy:
A student may withdraw from a course only during the semester in which s/he is registered for that course. The withdrawal period is the second through twelfth week of the fall and spring semesters and the second through ninth week of twelve-week summer courses. This period is pro-rated for shorter-length courses.  To withdraw from a course, a student must complete and submit the appropriate course withdrawal form, available at the Enrollment Service Center (no phone calls, please).  The designation “W” will appear on the transcript after a student has officially withdrawn.  A course withdrawal is an uncompleted course and may adversely affect financial aid eligibility.  Failure to attend or ceasing to attend class does not constitute withdrawal from the course.  There is no refund associated with a withdrawal.

  
________________________________________________________________________

Other Course Policies:

Student Code of Conduct:
All students are expected to be aware of and conform to the Student Code of Conduct.  The Code can be found in the Student Handbook: The Compass.    




Key to Success!!!
All students are encouraged to periodically review the “Key to Academic Success”.
Key to Academic Success!!!

1.   I will attend class regularly and arrive to class on time.
2.   I will treat others with courtesy, respect and how I would like to      
        be treated.  I will respect and attempt to understand the opinions of others.
3.   I will bring all required materials to class (i.e. notebooks, workbook,   
        textbook, assignments due)
4.   I will be attentive in class.
5.   I will participate in whole class and group discussions.
6.   I will complete my assignments on time.
7.   I will ask questions when I do not understand the material.
8.   I will take notes in class.
9.   I will study for quizzes and examinations.
10.   I will be honest (avoiding plagiarism, cheating)
11.   I will regularly reflect on how I could make improvements to my   
        learning.
      12.    I will seek out my advisor if I am having difficulty with my 
              course(s).
      13.   I will recognize this course syllabus as a contract that I must abide by to ensure  
  my academic success.  
________________________________________________________________________
 Nondiscrimination Statement:
Southern Maine Community College (College) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation and/or preference, disability, or age or marital, parental or veteran's status in its programs and activities. 
Inquiries about the College's compliance with and policies that prohibit discrimination on these bases may be directed to: 
· Affirmative Action Officer
Cates Building
2 Fort Road, South Portland, ME 04106
Telephone: 207.741.5798
Maine Relay Service: 800.457.1220
Fax: 207.741.5751
E-mail: dvickrey@smccme.eduThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: ]
Internet: http://www.smccme.edu
End-of-Course Evaluation:
In order to gain access to final course grades, students must complete evaluations for each course attended at SMCC. Evaluations are submitted online and can be accessed through the student portal site. Students can access the course evaluation report beginning two weeks before the end of classes. The deadline for submission of evaluations occurs 24 hours after the last day of classes each semester. Instructors will announce when the online course evaluation is available.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:
If you have a disabling condition and wish to request accommodations in order to have reasonable access to the programs and services offered by SMCC, you must register with the disability services coordinator, Mark Krogman, who can be reached at 741-5629.  There will be some documentation for your teachers that must be supplied before accommodations can be given.  Further information about services for students with disabilities and the accommodation process is available upon request at this number.   
  
 SMCC Pay-for-Print Policy:
Students can print 100 pages per semester for free. If you print over 100 pages, you will be charged 10 cents per page to your Beacon Bucks account. Left-over pages will roll over to the following semester but will zero out at the end of the academic year. A pilot project tracking public printing has shown that this amount of free printing meets the needs of the vast majority of students. The College’s pay-for-print system monitors printing on all public printers (i.e., those in general access labs, library printers, the LAC, and technology labs). Each time you log in to the system, the print station displays the remaining print quota.  Once the printing quota has been exceeded, users will be charged $0.10 per page on their Beacon Bucks accounts. Color printouts will be charged at 11-page units. This means each color printout will count as 11 pages toward the quota and cost $1.10.  Students can add money to their cards using a credit card online.     

 Plagiarism Statement:
Adherence to ethical academic standards is obligatory. Cheating is a serious offense, whether it consists of taking credit for work done by another person or doing work for which another person will receive credit. Taking and using the ideas or writings of another person without clearly and fully crediting the source is plagiarism and violates the academic code as well as the Student Code of Conduct. If it is suspected that a student in any course in which s/he is enrolled has knowingly committed such a violation, the faculty member should refer the matter to the College’s Disciplinary Officer and appropriate action will be taken under the Student Code of Conduct. Sanctions may include suspension from the course and a failing grade in the course. Students have the right to appeal these actions to the Disciplinary Committee under the terms outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.         
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