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South Portland, Maine 04106
Communications & Media Studies
Title: The Cinematographic Image Online	Catalog Number:  CNMS 170
Credit Hours: 3	Total Contact Hours: 45	
Lecture (or Lab): Lecture	Instructor: 
Time and Location:	Contact Information
			
Office Hours:  Email/Call or Text to set up a time to chat


Course Syllabus
Course Description and Objectives:

“The Cinematographic Image” is a course designed for students who would like to understand, challenge and express themselves through the camera lens.  It is both for the student who would like to work behind the camera, as well as the everyday photographer who is interested in discovering how to express themselves cinematically through the use of many of the physical and visual tools available to filmmakers and photographers alike. Cinematic terms such as pattern, eye-line, movement, blocking, composition, lighting, color, contrast, and depth of field will be taught to emphasize the narrative component of each image.

Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this course the student will have a strong understanding of the components and work which are critical in the design of the cinematographic image.” Through practical assignments and their critique, students will refine their ability to see and to conceive ideas visually.  Students will also develop critical thinking, necessary for filmmakers when creating the visual concept of the story.  Specific goals follow.

After successfully completing the course, the student will be able to:


· Develop fluency in design concepts and how they relate to the cinematographic image.  
· Demonstrate technically proficiency in how to manipulate lenses through the use of aperture, speed and lens length.  Utilize this knowledge to order create a specific look or mood.  
· Understand how to effectively apply depth of field, and its critical relationship to image creation and storytelling.
· Identify fine artists and cinematographers and understand their place in the history and in the development of contemporary cinematography. 
· Learn how a cinematographer works in relation to actors, art directors, directors and producers.
· Define and utilize the language of cinematography both on and off the set.






Format:   
The class will be conducted as a workshop, part of an ongoing process of learning how to make better images, as well as how to partake in the critical evaluation of other people’s work. To this end students are expected to participate in discussions and, if taught synchronously, in the critiques. This requires that students have read assigned chapters and are familiar with the ancillary material. Grades are partially based on the students ability to work with deadlines, and to exhibit competency in the medium as demonstrated by her or his creative works.  

Prerequisite(s): Arts 170, CNMS 160 

Student Evaluation and Grading:

A large portion of the class is dedicated to the exhibiting and discussion of work while in class. Students will be choosing photos to display to the class weekly and will be getting a great deal of response based on the specific assignment.  The expectation is that students will be present and participate in the evaluation of their peer’s work.
Student’s work will be evaluated on their knowledge and practice of class room work, reading, and task work; contribution to class discussion and the quality of production skills (this includes technical and aesthetic concerns.) In addition, grading and evaluation will include attention to deadlines and requirements specific to the assignments. Weekly progress and feedback is always available upon request and will be given during class critiques and via the Blackboard discussion board.
Course Grade:	A	93 - 100	A-	90 - 92.9	B+	87 - 89.9
	B	83 - 86.9	B-	80 - 82.9	C+	77 - 79.9
	C	73 - 76.9	C-	70 - 72.9	D+	67 - 69.9
	D	63 - 66.9	F	 0 - 62.9

Grade Breakdown:

Attendance / Participation	in Critiques/Discussions: 	10
Weekly Photo Exercises (14):			50  
Weight: (1 & 2 = 4%, 3-12 = 6%, 13 & 14 = 16%)  			
Lecture Quizzes (5):				5
	Master Artists Assignments (10)			5
	Artist Essay and Presentation:	10
Final Exam:					10
Photo Roman Project:				10


Text, Tools and / or Supplies:
Text: ”Within the Frame” by David du Chemin
ISBN:  978-1-68198-456-8

There will be weekly supplemental readings and viewing assignments posted in Brightspace.  

DSLR cameras and lens kits. (school kits available)
Access to Adobe Light Room to process photos
A computer with internet access and a camera for video conferencing.



Recommended Text: 

Photography by Barbara London & John Upton.
Masters of Light  Collection of interviews with cinematographers.	
Sight, Sound, Motion: Applied Media Aesthetics  by Herbert Zeitl
Cinematography by Blain Brown

Assignments:

The course challenges the students to study image design in two distinct ways.  Weekly, students examine a different artist, ranging from Vermeer to Gregory Crewdson Ve.  Discussions range from techniques used for lighting, composition, theme, genre, and style.  Students are expected to write a presentation on an artist/cinematographer of their choosing.  

The second way the course teaches cinematic design is through weekly photographic exercises.  All of the photographic assignments are designed to relate to a cinematographic concept in some form.

The final project for the course is a short photo roman, a story told through multiple still images (ala La Jette).  

Most of the photo assignments are due at the start of class and will be displayed for feedback weekly. There will be essay assignments on artists/cinematographers and oral presentations. There are also weekly reading assignments which you will be required to take and submit notes.  Occasionally there will be quizzes based on the readings. Your verbal participation in class is an important component in determining your grade. 

Absences from class will not excuse you from homework due the following week.

Be aware that you must check your SMCC e-mail account for course updates. 

Course Policies and Attendance:
You are required, as stated in the college handbook, to attend all classes. A portion of your grade is determined by your attendance and active participation in class. Points will be deducted for unexcused absences, tardiness, or leaving class early. It is SMCC policy that if you have 2 unexcused consecutive absences (in a class which meets once a week) then you receive an Administrative Failure which is reported to the dean of the college. I want all of you to do well in this class. If you are having problems keeping up with the class and the assignments, please talk to me so we can develop a plan that works for you. 

End-of-Course Evaluation
Students complete evaluations for each course attended at SMCC. Evaluations are submitted online and can be accessed through the student portal. Students can access the course evaluations beginning one week before the end of classes. The deadline for submission of evaluations occurs Monday at 5 p.m. following the last day of the class. You will receive an e-mail to your student e-mail account when course evaluations are available.

For Classes with any Face-to-Face Component
While the syllabus represents current plans, there may be changes during the semester in response to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic. Depending on the progression of the virus, it is possible that the College may have to suspend face-to-face instruction for part of the semester. If we must stop face to face instruction anytime during the semester, your instructor will contact you via your SMCC email or the Brightspace course homepage to discuss next steps for the course.






ADA Syllabus Statement 
Southern Maine CommMODULEy College is an equal opportMODULEy/affirmative action institution and employer. For more information, please call (207) 741-5798. If you have a disabling condition and wish to request accommodations in order to have reasonable access to the programs and services offered by SMCC, you must register with the Disability Services Coordinator, Sandra Lynham, who can be reached at 741-5923. Further information about services for students with disabilities and the accommodation process is available upon request at this number. Course policies about online testing are modified to suit each individual’s accommodations.

The Learning Commons:
The library, tutoring and writing centers, and open study space are located on the second floor of South Portland’s Campus Center and in the Midcoast’s LL Bean Learning Commons and Health Science Center. Here you can find free academic support through individual and online tutoring, information literacy/research librarians, and professional academic strategy/planning mentoring.  There are many desktop and laptop computers as well as printers, reserve textbooks, and other academic tools available for use within the Learning Commons. Services are offered by appointment or as drop-in assistance.  To access services, visit My Learning in My Maine Guide.  Students consistently report that the Learning Commons is an inviting and friendly place to seek academic support or study. Those who make use of the Learning Commons regularly have been shown to be more likely to succeed—take advantage of this exceptional resource for this, or any of your classes.

SMCC Pay-for-Print Policy
Each semester students receive a $20 printing credit. The balance resets at the end of the semester and any remaining credits are removed.  The College’s pay-for-print system monitors printing on all printers (including those in general access labs, library printers, Tutoring Services, Campus Center Lounge and technology labs).  Be sure to log OUT of the system when you’ve finished your printing, to prevent unauthorized access to your account. Students can check the number of pages they have printed by using the Printing Balance tool available on SMCC computers (located in the lower right corner of the screen, near the clock). Departments with work study students who need to print documents for the department should contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 to have a special account set up. To find ways to reduce your printing charges, please go to the IT Help tab on My SMCC. If you have questions about the pay-for-printing policy or your printing charges, please contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 or send an e-mail to helpdesk@smccme.edu.

Refunds
Print jobs are eligible for a refund in the event of mechanical or electronic error on the part of the printer, print server, or software used to submit the job. Jobs are not eligible for a refund in cases where the job was not set up correctly, was submitted multiple times, or the student is not satisfied with the result. To request a refund, please bring the offending print to the IT Department in the basement of the Ross Technology Center. Refunds will be granted in the form of a credit to the student’s account.

Add-Drop Policy
Students who drop a course during the one-week “add/drop” period in the fall and spring semesters and the first three days of summer sessions receive a 100% refund of the tuition and associated fees for that course. Please note any course that meets for less than the traditional semester length, i.e., 15 weeks, has a pro-rated add/drop period. There is no refund for non-attendance. 

Withdrawal Policy
A student may withdraw from a course only during the semester in which s/he is registered for that course. The withdrawal period is the second through twelfth week of the Fall and Spring semesters and the second through ninth week of twelve-week Summer courses. This period is pro-rated for shorter-length courses, 
usually 75 percent of course meeting times; please check with the Registration Office. To withdraw from a course, a student must complete and submit the appropriate course withdrawal form, available at the Registration Office. This process must be completed either in person or by using SMCC e-mail accounts.


Plagiarism Statement
If an instructor suspects that a student has knowingly committed a violation defined in the Maine CommMODULEy College System Policy on Student Grade Appeals and Academic Misconduct, the instructor has the authority to review the alleged misconduct and determine the grade that the student should receive for the assignment and the course.  The instructor may assign a failing grade for the assignment or course and may require the student to complete additional work for the course. The instructor may consult with the department chair and/or the College’s chief academic officer prior to making such decisions.  If a student seeks to challenge an instructor’s determination, the student should submit a grade appeal.  Grade appeal forms are available in the Advising Office on the South Portland Campus or in the administrative offices in the Learning Commons on the Midcoast Campus.  An instructor may also refer the matter to the College’s disciplinary officer for review under the procedures of the MCCS Student Code of Conduct
	

"Cinematography is infinite in its possibilities….  much more so than music or language”  
-Conrad Hall, ASC

Course MODULE Outline:
	

MODULE #1	The Cinematic Image

Introduction to the course.  
Framing the image. 
Activity: Camera Workshop - The Basics
		Watch YouTube videos
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 1
		Photo Assignment #1:  Seeing the World.
	Master Study Assignment: Johannes Vermeer

MODULE #2	Learning to See

Master Study Discussion: Johannes Vermeer
Lecture: Shot sizes.  Intro to Field Forces (Depth Gradient)
Activity: Camera Workshop - Aperture
Critique Photo Assignments (1)
	Watch YouTube video
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 2
Photo Assignment #2:  Working with Framing.
Master Study Assignment: Rembrandt van Rijn

MODULE #3	Emotive vs. Informative Images

Quiz #1
Master Study Discussion: Rembrandt van Rijn
Lecture:  Photography as a message.  
Salgado:  A Case Study in Empathetic Photography
Critique Photo Assignments (2)
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 3
Photo Assignment #3: Working with Depth
Master Study Assignment: Henri Cartier-Bresson






MODULE #4	The Basics of Design (#1)

Master Study Discussion: Henri Cartier-Bresson
Lecture:  The Dynamic Image (pt.1)  
Watch: YouTube videos
Critique Photo Assignment (3)
Master Study Assignment: Garry Winogrand
Photo Assignment #4:  The Dynamic Frame (pt. 1)


MODULE #5	The Basics of Design (#2)

Quiz #2:  Readings and Power Point Notes
Master Study: Garry Winogrand
Lecture:  The Dynamic Image (pt. 2)  
Critique Photo Assignments (4)
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 4
Photo Assignment #5: The Dynamic Frame #2 
Master Study Assignment: Diane Arbus

MODULE #6	The Basics of Design (#3)

Master Study Discussion: Diane Arbus
		Lecture:  The Dynamic Frame (#3)
Critique Photo Assignments (5)
Photo Assignment #6: The Dynamic Frame #3
Master Study Assignment: Vivian Maier

MODULE #7	Lighting and Contrast

Quiz #3
Master Study Discussion: Vivian Maier
Case Study: Ansel Adams
Critique Photo Assignments (6)
		Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 5
Photo Assignment #7: Natural Light / Contrast
Master Study Assignment:  Paola Franqui
Artist Essay and Presention (Due Module 12)


MODULE #8 	The Right Lens

Master Discussion:  Paula Franqui
Introduction to Lightroom
Introduce Photo Roman assignment
Watch: La Jette
Critique Photo Assignments (7)
Project Assignment #8:  Contrast  
Master Assignment:  Nan Goldin

		






MODULE #9	Shutter Speed

Quiz #4
Master Discussion:  Nan Goldin
Critique Photo Assignments (8)
		Master Study Assignment: Alex Webb
Photo Assignment #9: Shutter Speed
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 6

MODULE #10	Color Design

Master Discussion: Alex Webb
Critique Photo Assignments (9)
		Master Study: Gregory Crewdson
Reading Assignment: WTF – Chapter 7
Photo Assignment #10: Color Splash

MODULE #11	Almost Cinema

Master Discussion: Gregory Crewdson
Critique Photo Assignments (10)
Photo Assignment #10: The Normal Lens and Talking to Strangers

MODULE #12	Cinematographers (Beginning - 1970)

Quiz #5
Master Discussion: 
Artist Essay and Presentations Due
Critique Photo Assignments (11)
Photo Assignment #12: Sad and Happy!

MODULE #13	Cinematographers (1970 - present)

Critique Photo Assignments (12)
Photo Assignment #13: Shutter Speed
Study for Final Exam
	
MODULE #14	Final Exam

Critique Photo Assignments (13)
Final Exam

MODULE #15 	No Class

Work on photo-roman

MODULE #16	Final Class

Screening and critique of Photo-Roman Project
		Critique:  Photo Assignment #14 and Final Showcase
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