Immunization & Vaccination Information
Maine state law requires that all Southern Maine Community College students born after 1956 who are enrolled full or
part-time and attend in-person classes on any SMCC campus, center, or site, must furnish proof, prior to attending inperson classes, of immunization against:
 measles (unless born before January 1, 1957) - Two doses of measles vaccine administered after first birthday. If
vaccinated with inactivated Measles vaccine prior to 1968 must be re-immunized,
 mumps (unless born before January 1, 1957) - Two doses of mumps vaccine administered after first birthday,
 rubella (unless born before January 1, 1957) - Two doses of Rubella vaccine administered after first birthday,
 diphtheria/tetanus - One dose of Td or DT administered within 10 years of enrollment and every 10 years
thereafter.
This law does not apply to students enrolled in a distance education program and who do not physically attend ANY
classes or programs at a college campus, center, or site.
Students who are covered by the law MUST present the school with a Certificate of Immunization from a physician,
nurse, public health official, or school health provider who has administered the immunizing agent(s) to the student. The
certificate shall specify the immunizing agent, and the date(s) on which it was administered. Adequately prepared
school health records (i.e., showing month and year of vaccine administered) will be considered acceptable for the
purpose of meeting this requirement.
IMPORTANT: If you are in a program listed below, please follow the immunization requirements of that program:
Cardiovascular Technology
Paramedicine
Respiratory Therapy
Nursing
Radiography

COVID-19 Vaccination Information
In order to attend on-campus/on-site classes, trainings, and events, students must submit proof, and be fully vaccinated
for Covid-19. You are considered fully vaccinated 14 days after receiving either your 2nd dose of Pfizer or Moderna, OR
your one dose of J&J.
Proof of your COVID-19 vaccination can be uploaded to our Advising Office secure online dropbox.
Students may request an exemption from the vaccination protocol. Students seeking a medical exemption should
can download and submit the COVID-19 Medical Exemption Form to the Advising Office secure online dropbox.
Approval of exemption is not guaranteed. MCCS will be following CDC guidelines in reviewing requests for exemptions,
and any request for exemption will be reviewed each semester. For more information, view the Medical Exemptions
section below.

Medical Exemption
A student who does not meet the immunization and/or immunity requirements may be enrolled in school under the
following conditions:
∙
The student, or the parent, if the student is a minor, presents to the school a written statement from a licensed
physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant that in the provider’s professional judgment immunization
against one or more of these diseases is medically inadvisable for the student. The statement must be on letterhead,
signed and dated, and can be sent to the following: Fax: (207) 741-5760, or to the Advising Office secure email
(https://smccme.app.box.com/f/d79702bfd7e64814b4bf4876b8eabd31).
∙

Medical exemptions to receiving tetanus-diphtheria toxoid are limited to: 1) having received tetanus toxoid or
tetanus-diphtheria toxoid within 5 years of enrollment; 2) A hypersensitivity reaction to a prior dose of tetanus
toxoid or tetanus-diphtheria toxoid.

∙

Medical exemptions to receiving measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine (MMR) are limited to: 1) pregnancy, or those
students planning to become pregnant within 3 months; 2) a history of anaphylactic reaction following egg ingestion
or receipt of neomycin; 3) students with altered immunocompetence, as occurs with leukemia, lymphoma,
generalized malignancy, or therapy with alkylating agents, antimetabolites, radiation, or large doses of
corticosteroids.

∙

COVID-19: Students may request an exemption from the vaccination protocol. Students seeking a medical
exemption should can download and submit the COVID-19 Medical Exemption Form to the Advising Office secure
online dropbox. Approval of exemption is not guaranteed. MCCS will be following CDC guidelines in reviewing
requests for exemptions, and any request for exemption will be reviewed each semester. Any student granted an
exemption will be required to take weekly COVID tests and provide the test results to a designated college official.
MCCS will not consider exemptions based on religious or philosophical beliefs.

A student must provide a letter from a licensed physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant that includes at least one
of the listed grounds for medical exemption.
Students with medical exemptions: 1) in the case of an outbreak of a specific disease for which a student is not protected,
the student may be kept out of the College and all College-sponsored activities for the duration of the outbreak; 2) the
length of time the student may be kept out of the College may vary from a week to over a month depending on the
disease and the duration of the outbreak; 3) if the student is kept out of the College, the College is not required to provide
off-site classes, tutoring or extra- ordinary make-up provisions for work missed in the student’s absence. Absences in
excess of any limits established by the student’s instructors (as defined in his/ her syllabi) may be upheld; 4) no refunds
will be granted to the student if he/she elects to withdraw from a course as a result of missing classes due to an outbreak;
and 5) depending on the student’s chosen program of study, (a) the College may not be able to place the student in a
clinical setting, which would likely prevent the student from completing the course and/or program of study within the
scheduled time frame; and (b) the student’s medical records will be provided, upon request, to the clinical setting in which
the student is placed.

