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South Portland, Maine 04106

Communications and New Media
Title: Introduction to Mass Communications	 Catalog Number: CNMS-105 02
Credit Hours: 3	Total Contact Hours:45
Lecture (or Lab): Room HILDM-102	Instructor: Huey Coleman
Office Hours – Location: By Appointment, usually before or after class	
Contact Information: E-mail: hcoleman@smccme.edu

Course Syllabus – Introduction to Mass Communications, CNMS - 105 02
Class Meeting Schedule: Tuesday & Thursday, 1:30PM - 2:45PM
August 29, 2017 - December 14, 2017


Course Description & Objectives:
We can watch the media as detached outsiders, as observers, or we can become active participants.  In this course the media environment that surrounds us all will be our lab.  You will analyze the cultural impact and investigate the social and personal consequences of what we find in the mass media.  You will be asked to involve yourself in the forces that are shaping our cultural terrain. You will explore ways to navigate the onslaught of the mass media. To learn how to give voice to the issues that matter most to you and that most affect your daily life. You will engage in critical analysis and create your own media often in group assignments. You will participate in the critical work of evaluating mass media, determining accuracy in the media, and improving your own media literacy. This syllabus is subject to change.

Text, Tools and / or Supplies:
Text: Media & Culture, Mass Communication in a Digital Age, 10th Edition, 2016 update, Campbell, Martin, Fabos. ISBN 978-1-4576-6873-9
Bring a laptop or tablet to class, if available.
Office Hours: By appointment.

Evaluation & Grading:
a. Mid-term Exam, 15%
b. Attendance & class participation, quizzes & in class team projects 30% 
c. Weekly assignments 30%
d. Final exam 25%

Assignments:
All assignments are due at the start of the following class and will be given each week. There will be written assignments and oral presentation assignments. Your participation in class is an important component in determining your grade. Each week there will be time devoted to discussion on the subject at hand and each week you will need to be prepared to present all or a portion of your written assignment or oral presentation to the class. In every class be prepared to work in teams with fellow students on a variety of in class assignments that end with a presentation on the subject area being studied. 
Be aware that you must check your SMCC e-mail account weekly for course updates. Bring a laptop or tablet to class, if available.


Format
Written assignments should be printed on 8.5x11 inch typed page, double spaced in 12 point font, with your name and date due at the top of the page. No discs please. You must keep a copy (digital or paper) of your written assignments and notes for oral presentations for reference use during the semester


Course Policies Attendance:
You are required, as stated in the college handbook, to attend all classes. A portion of your grade is determined by your attendance and active participation in class. Points will be deducted for unexcused absences, tardiness, or leaving class early. It is SMCC policy that if you have 3 consecutive unexcused absences then you receive an Administrative Failure which is reported to the dean of the college. I want all of you to do well in this class. If you are having problems keeping up with the class and the assignments, please talk to me so we can develop a plan that works for you. This syllabus is subject to change.


End-of-Course Evaluation
Students complete evaluations for each course attended at SMCC. Evaluations are submitted online and can be accessed through the student portal. Students can access the course evaluations beginning one week before the end of classes. The deadline for submission of evaluations occurs Monday at 5 p.m. following the last day of the class. You will receive an e-mail to your student e-mail account when course evaluations are available.


ADA Syllabus Statement 
Southern Maine Community College is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and employer. For more information, please call (207) 741-5798. If you have a disabling condition and wish to request accommodations in order to have reasonable access to the programs and services offered by SMCC, you must register with the Disability Services Coordinator, Sandra Lynham, who can be reached at 741-5923. Further information about services for students with disabilities and the accommodation process is available upon request at this number. Course policies about online testing are modified to suit each individual’s accommodations.


SMCC Pay-for-Print Policy
Each semester students receive a $20 printing credit. The balance resets at the end of the semester and any remaining credits are removed.  The College’s pay-for-print system monitors printing on all printers (including those in general access labs, library printers, Tutoring Services, Campus Center Lounge and technology labs).  Be sure to log OUT of the system when you’ve finished your printing, to prevent unauthorized access to your account. Students can check the number of pages they have printed by using the Printing Balance tool available on SMCC computers (located in the lower right corner of the screen, near the clock). Departments with work study students who need to print documents for the department should contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 to have a special account set up. To find ways to reduce your printing charges, please go to the IT Help tab on My SMCC. If you have questions about the pay-for-printing policy or your printing charges, please contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 or send an e-mail to helpdesk@smccme.edu.

Refunds
Print jobs are eligible for a refund in the event of mechanical or electronic error on the part of the printer, print server, or software used to submit the job. Jobs are not eligible for a refund in cases where the job was not set up correctly, was submitted multiple times, or the student is not satisfied with the result. To request a refund, please bring the offending print to the IT Department in the basement of the Ross Technology Center. Refunds will be granted in the form of a credit to the student’s account.


Add-Drop Policy
Students who drop a course during the one-week “add/drop” period in the fall and spring semesters and the first three days of summer sessions receive a 100% refund of the tuition and associated fees for that course. Please note any course that meets for less than the traditional semester length, i.e., 15 weeks, has a pro-rated add/drop period. There is no refund for non-attendance. 


Withdrawal Policy
A student may withdraw from a course only during the semester in which s/he is registered for that course. The withdrawal period is the second through twelfth week of the Fall and Spring semesters and the second through ninth week of twelve-week Summer courses. This period is pro-rated for shorter-length courses 
(usually 75 percent of course meeting times; please check with the Registration Office. To withdraw from a course, a student must complete and submit the appropriate course withdrawal form, available at the Registration Office. This process must be completed either in person or by using SMCC e-mail accounts.

Plagiarism Statement
If an instructor suspects that a student has knowingly committed a violation defined in the Maine Community College System Policy on Student Grade Appeals and Academic Misconduct, the instructor has the authority to review the alleged misconduct and determine the grade that the student should receive for the assignment and the course.  The instructor may assign a failing grade for the assignment or course and may require the student to complete additional work for the course. The instructor may consult with the department chair and/or the College’s chief academic officer prior to making such decisions.  If a student seeks to challenge an instructor’s determination, the student should submit a grade appeal.  Grade appeal forms are available in the Advising Office on the South Portland Campus or in the administrative offices in the Learning Commons on the Midcoast Campus.  An instructor may also refer the matter to the College’s disciplinary officer for review under the procedures of the MCCS Student Code of Conduct.





Introduction to Mass Communications 
Fall Semester, 2017 
Class and Assignment Schedule
Tuesday & Thursday, 1:30PM - 2:45PM

Be aware that you must check your SMCC e-mail account weekly for course updates. Bring a laptop or tablet to class, if available.

NOTE: The first 10-15 minutes of each class is a discussion by students and instructor on current issues in the media that relate to the course. This syllabus is subject to change and is updated each week relevant to ongoing events in the media. 

This syllabus is meant as guideline for the semester’s goals and objectives.
Please refer to assignment sheets posted each week for assignments. 

August 29
Week 1a. What’s The Real Story?
*Class Activity and Discussion: What is Culture? What is media? Getting to know each 	other. Go over syllabus, SMCC policies, and classroom decorum. Discuss a media timeline of your life. In class media literacy assignment.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment due next class on Thursday: Create your own media timeline. *Reading Assignment due next class on Thursday: Media and Culture, Chapter 1.

August 31
Week 1b. What’s The Real Story?
*Class Activity and Discussion: In class group assignment with presentations of your media timelines. 
*Media:  Media and culture circa 1963.  What was life really like?
*Written Assignment due next class on Tuesday: Notes on Chapter 2. Chapter notes consist of writing a paragraph for each of 6 things you learned that were new to you or 	intrigued you and why in the assigned chapter.
*Reading Assignment due next class on Tuesday: Media and Culture, Chapter 2.

September 5
Week 2a. Are We a Digital Nation?
*Class Activity: Has digital culture transformed the way society understands itself? Start group work in class on digital culture presentations. 
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Continue work on digital culture presentations 
*Reading Assignment: Research on presentations.

September 7
Week 2b.  Are We a Digital Nation?
*Class Activity: Digital culture group presentations. 
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
*Written Assignment: Notes on Chapter 3. A self reflective essay on yourself and video games.
*Reading Assignment: Media and Culture, Chapter 3

September 12
Week 3a. It’s Only a Game
*Class Activity: The role video and digital games play in your lives. Groups develop their original video games within assigned parameters.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Continue group work on video gaming.
*Reading Assignment: Research for assignment.

September 14
Week 3b. It’s Only a Game
*Class Activity: Video games presentations by teams.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Describe a defining moment in your life that you associate with 	live or recorded music. Bring in a selection of the music. Also notes on Chapter 4.
*Reading Assignment: Media and Culture, Chapter 4





September 19
Week 4a. The Music of Your Life
*Class Activity:  Begin presentations of your musical moment.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Individual presentations on musical moment.
*Reading Assignment: Research for your musical moment.

September 21
Week 4b . The Music of Your Life
*Class Activity: Finish presentations on musical moments. Discuss musical influences on American culture.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Critique and analyze a radio show concerning the assigned topic. 	Notes on Chapter 5.
*Reading Assignment: Media and Culture, Chapter 5

September 26
Week 5a: Listen to the Radio
*Class Activity: Roundtable on radio critiques. In class radio quiz show. 
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Notes on Media and Culture, Chapter 6, Television and Cable.
*Reading Assignment: Media and Culture, Chapter 6, Television and Cable.

September 28
Week 5b: Listen to the Radio
*Class Activity and Discussion: Finish radio assignment.  Assign groups for TV shows. 	In an assigned format like Western, Game Show, etc. students in groups film a TV show whose content is based on a historical era of television using a basic production set up. 
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Continue developing your team’s TV show.
*Reading Assignment: Research for your TV show

October 3
Week 6a.   Live from SMCC
*Class Activity and Discussion: Record TV shows. We will divide into 4 teams.  Team A will film Team B then vice versa.  Same for teams C & D.  
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: TBA
*Reading Assignment: Research for TV show

October 5
Week 6b.  Live from SMCC
*Class Activity and Discussion: Record TV shows.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: What you learned in making your team’s TV show.
*Reading Assignment: None
October 10
Week 7a.  Live from SMCC
*Class Activity and Discussion: Presentations of TV Shows
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Notes on Chapter 14
*Reading Assignment:  Media and Culture, Chapter 14. 

October 12 
Week 7b.  Media Journalism
*Class Activity: Defining media journalism.  Discussion on media accuracy, fake news, and social media’s impact on journalism.
*Media: Examples of media journalism from Edward R. Murrow to present day. 
*Written Assignment: Compare and contrast media journalists 
*Reading Assignment:  Research on media journalism

October 17
Week 8a. Media Journalism
*Class Activity: Groups begin in class assignment on media journalism
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
 *Written Assignment:  Groups continue media journalism assignment
*Reading Assignment due next class: Research on media journalism

October  24. Midterm Assigned 48 Hours No Media DUE October 31. 
Week 8b. Media Can You Live Without It?
*Class Activity: Groups Media Journalism presentations.
Guidelines for midterm 48 hours of No Media.  Introduction to Henry David Thoreau and his experiment living at Walden Pond.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
 *Written Assignment: Midterm assignment on your 48 hours of No Media experience. Plus an essay on chapter 2 from Walden by Henry David Thoreau.
*Reading Assignment due next class:  Walden, by Henry David Thoreau, Chapter 2.

October 31
Week 9a. Midterm DUE. 48 Hours No Media
*Class Activity and Discussion: Written journals on your 48 hours No Media Experience and Walden chapter analysis due.  Be prepared to give an oral summary of your assignments in class. 
*Written Assignment: TBA
*Reading Assignment due next class: TBA
  
November 2 
Week 9b. The Movies
*Class Activity:  A brief history of the movies.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment due the following class: Make a quiz based on Chapter 7, Movies
*Reading Assignment due next class: Media and Culture, Chapter 7

November 7
Week 10a.  The Movies
*Class Activity: Review chapter 7 Movie quiz.  A brief history of the movies continued.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
*Written Assignment: Notes on Chapter 8, Newspapers
*Reading Assignment: Chapter 8, Newspapers

November 9
Week 10b.  Newspapers Does Anyone Read Them Anymore?
*Class Activity: Newspapers group assignment.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.  
*Written Assignment: Letter to editor to the The Beacon.  Notes on Chapter 9
*Reading Assignment: Chapter 9, Magazines

November 14     
Week 11a. E-Zines
*Class Activity: Groups begin work creating E-Zines
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
 *Written Assignment: E-Zines
*Reading Assignment due next class: Research on E-Zines

November 16
Week 11b.  E-Zines
*Class Activity: Group presentations of E-Zines.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
 *Written Assignment: Notes on Chapter 12, Public Relations and Framing Message 
*Reading Assignment due next class: Media and Culture, Chapter 12

November 21 
Week 12.  Publicity Campaign: Promotion and Branding SMCC
*Class Activity:  Groups begin promotional campaign for SMCC.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: Continue group work on promotion of SMCC
*Reading Assignment due next class: Research for group assignment. Media and Culture, Chapter 15

November 28
Week 13a.  Publicity Campaign: Promotion and Branding SMCC
*Class Activity: Finish In class group assignments on stereotyping in the media.  
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand.
*Written Assignment: TBD
*Reading Assignment: Media and Culture, Chapter 11





November 30
Week 13b.  Stereotyping in the Media and Media Bias
*Class Activity and Discussion: Stereotyping in the Media and Media Bias in class group assignment.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
*Written Assignment due next class: Final assignment questions 1 & 2.
*Reading Assignment due next class: Research for your final.

December 5
Week 15a.  Work on Final
*Class Activity and Discussion: Work in class on your final.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
*Written Assignment due next class: Final assignment questions 1 & 2.
*Reading Assignment due next class: Research for your final.

December 7
Week 15b. Final Assignment Questions 1 & 2 DUE
*Class Activity: Pass in Final questions 1 & 2. Work in class on question 3.
*Media will be shown in each class relevant to the subject at hand. 
*Written Assignment: Final question 3, 
*Reading Assignment: Research for your final 

December 12 - Mandatory Attendance
Week 16a. Final Assignment Question 3 DUE
*Class Activity and Discussion: Begin slide/talk presentations for final question 3. 

December 14 - Mandatory Attendance
Week 16b.  Last Class,
*Class Activity: Finish slide/talk presentations on final question 3.
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