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South Portland, Maine 04106
Academic Department
Title:   Juvenile Justice System	Catalog Number:   CJUS 140 T1
Credit Hours:  3	Total Contact Hours:	
Lecture (or Lab):  Lecture	Instructor:  Christine Thibeault
                               Tuesdays 6:00-8:45 pm	Contact Information: (207)776-5686 [cell]
                               Howe Hall, Room 105  	Email: thibeault@cumberlandcounty.org 
Office Hours – Location:  By appointment              How should students contact you? Phone

Course Syllabus
Course Description
	This course explores the development of the American juvenile justice system and current issues impacting this ever-evolving portion of the criminal system.  The course begins with a description of the philosophical theories of criminal behavior control and the function of laws in American society.   Next, the course examines adolescent development and the various factors that contribute to delinquent behavior.  During the second half of the semester, the course explores the role of law enforcement, corrections, and the juvenile court in the juvenile justice system.   While the first half of the course focuses on the theories and social changes that contribute to the modern juvenile justice system, the second half of the course provides “practical” understanding of the various points of contact for youth involved with the juvenile justice system.  Finally, the Maine Juvenile Code as it governs the role of law enforcement, courts and corrections here in Maine is discussed in detail.  

	All students are expected to spend a minimum of two hours on out-of-class preparation for each hour of classroom instruction.  This preparation will include but is not limited to review of lecture notes, completion of reading assignments, studying course materials and completion of class projects/papers as assigned.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Describe the history and development of the American juvenile justice system.
2. Describe the nature and extent of juvenile delinquency in America today.
3. Define the theories of delinquency and identify known risk and protective factors.
4. Explain the social, community and environmental influences on delinquency.
5. Explain the public perception of adolescent delinquency and effectiveness of the juvenile justice system. 
6. Describe the roles of community, police, courts and corrections in preventing and responding to juvenile delinquency.
7. Apply the Maine Juvenile Code and other Maine statutes to criminal and status offense behaviors frequently committed by juveniles.
Topical Outline of Instruction
September 1, 2015	Introduction; Distribute syllabus; Explain grading and class expectations
Chapter 1 – Juvenile Justice:  Definitions, Measurements and Process

September 8, 2015	Chapter 2 – The History and Philosophy behind the Juvenile Justice System
	Quiz #1 – Chapters 1 and 2

September 15, 2015 	Chapter 3 – Theories of Delinquency and Juvenile Offending
	Quiz #2 – Chapter 3	
	Topic for Paper #1 will be presented

September 22, 2015	Chapter 4 – Youth in Society:  Developmental Risks and Protective Factors
	Quiz #3 – Chapter 4
			PAPER # 1 DUE
	 		
September 29, 2015	Chapter 5 – Juvenile Victims
			Quiz #4 – Chapter 5
			
October 6, 2015	Chapter 6 – Juvenile Offenders
	Quiz #5 – Chapter 6
	Topic for Paper #2 will be presented

October 13, 2015	Chapter 7 – Youth Gangs
	Quiz # 6 – Chapter 7 
	PAPER # 2 DUE

October 20, 2015	Mid-Term Examination
	[Covers Chapters 1-7, and all topics discussed during class]	

October 27, 2015	Chapter 8 – The Police and Juveniles	
	Quiz #7 – Chapter 8

November 3, 2015	Chapter 9 – Pretrial Services and Diversion
	Quiz #8 – Chapter 9

November 10, 2015	Chapter 10 – The Juvenile Court
	Quiz #9 – Chapter 10
	Topic for Paper # 3 will be presented	

November 17, 2015 	Chapter 11 – Juvenile Corrections
	CLASS MAY BE HELD AT LONG CREEK YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER
	Quiz #10 – Chapter 11
			PAPER # 3 DUE

November 24, 2015 	Chapter 12 – Preventing Delinquency and Recidivism
			Quiz # 11 – Chapter 12

December 1, 2015	Chapter 13 – Juvenile Justice at the Crossroads:  The Continuing Call for Reform  [Outside materials may be offered in place of this chapter]
	Quiz # 12 – Chapter 13 or materials presented during class
	Topic for Paper # 4 will be presented

December 8, 2015 	Maine Juvenile Code – no reading required
	Quiz # 13– Maine Juvenile Code
	Writing Assignment #4 DUE

December 15, 2015  	Final Examination [covers chapters 8-11, all topics discussed during class and the Maine Juvenile Code]

Course Requirements
Your final grade for this course will be based on the following: 

Quizzes	There will be a total of 13 quizzes given throughout the semester.  Each
(20%) 	quiz has 5 questions worth one point each.  The total points from the student's BEST 10 quizzes will be counted.  The total from the 10 quizzes are added together and doubled.  (10x5=50, 50x2=100)  Quizzes will be given at the end of each class and will cover the materials discussed during the class.  Emphasis will be given to key terms highlighted in the text and during class.  In the event a class is cancelled, the quiz will be given the next time the class meets.  Make up quizzes will be allowed ONLY if the student has notified the instructor IN ADVANCE that they will be absent from class.

Writing	There are 4 writing assignments due throughout the semester.  The
Assignments               topic for each writing assignment will be discussed in class and the
(20%)                          writing assignment will be due NO LATER THAN the next class.  Barring extraordinary circumstances that are discussed with the instructor in advance, NO WRITING ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER ITS DUE DATE.  Each writing assignment will consist of 5 questions which students will be expected to answer in a paragraph or two.  There are no “right or wrong” answers to the questions, but students will be graded on the amount of critical thought, analysis, and application of class learning they apply to their answers.  The writing project as a whole (all 5 questions) must be at least two pages long, double spaced, in normal font with one inch margins.  Students are encouraged to speak with one another about the writing assignment questions but each student must answer the questions him/herself.  

Mid-term 	Date:  October 13, 2015 – The mid-term examination will cover all 
Examination	materials covered since the first day of class (August 31, 2015).
(30%)	The mid-term exam is comprised of two separate and equal parts:
	Part 1 is CLOSED BOOK and consists of 50 multiple choice and true/false questions that account for 50% of the mid-term exam grade.
	Part 2 is OPEN BOOK and consists of short answer questions and accounts for 50% of the exam grade.  During Part 2 of the exam, students MAY use their own text books, notes, and handouts.  Students MAY NOT use computers or rely on other students' notes, text books or handouts.

Final 	Date:  December 15, 2015 – The final examination covers all material 
Examination	discussed in class AFTER the mid-term examination.  None of the
(30%) 	material presented in class prior to the mid-term will be on the final examination.  The format of the final examination is EXACTLY the same as the format of the mid-term examination:
 	Part 1 is CLOSED BOOK and consists of 50 multiple choice and true/false questions that account for 50% of the final exam grade.
	Part 2 is OPEN BOOK and consists of short answer questions and accounts for 50% of the final exam grade.  During Part 2 of the exam, students MAY use their own text books, notes, and handouts.  Students MAY NOT use computers or rely on other students' notes, text books or handouts.

Student Evaluation and Grading
A      93-100		A-    90-92.9
B+    87-89.9		B      83-86.9		B-    80-82.9
C+    77-79.9		C      73-76.9		C-    70-72.9
D+   67-69.9		D      63-66.9		F      0-62.99

“I” Grade = Incomplete
             	A temporary grade of “I” may be given when a student has, due to extraordinary circumstances, failed to complete all required course work by the end of the semester.  This assumes that the student has made a consistent and persistent effort up to the point the “circumstances” occurred and that most course work has been completed.   The remaining work must be completed and a new grade submitted by the mid-point of the semester following receipt of the “I” grade.  An “I” grade which is not changed during this period automatically becomes an “F.”

Text, Tools and / or Supplies
Text:  Juvenile Justice, authored by Karen M. Hess, 6th edition; Wadsworth, Cengage Learning
Computer access for research and for downloading sections of the Maine Juvenile Code:
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/15/title15ch0sec0.html
Handouts will frequently be distributed during class.  Questions from the mid-term and/or final
examinations may be taken from materials handed out during class

Attendance Policy
	Students are expected to attend class each week and will be permitted to make up weekly quizzes only if they notify the instructor before class that they will not be present.   Repeated absences will be reported to SMCC administration.

Note Regarding Cancellation of Class Due to Weather
             If a class is cancelled due to inclement weather or other unexpected event, due dates for
given assignments may change.  Every effort will be made to adhere to the original class
schedule; however, it is possible that two week’s assignments may be condensed to a single
class.  All students are expected to be prepared to discuss each of the chapters listed on the
course schedule.  

End-of-Course Evaluation
	Students complete evaluations for each course attended at SMCC.  Evaluations are submitted online and can be accessed through the student portal.  Students can access the course evaluations beginning one week before the end of classes.  The deadline for submission of evaluations occurs Monday at 5 PM following the last day of the class.  You will receive an email to your student email account when course evaluations are available.

ADA Syllabus Statement 
	Southern Maine Community College is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and employer. For more information, please call 207-741-5798. If you have a disabling condition and wish to request accommodations in order to have reasonable access to the programs and services offered by SMCC, you must register with the Disability Services Coordinator, Sandra Lynham, who can be reached at 741-5923. Further information about services for students with disabilities and the accommodation process is available upon request at this number. Course policies about online testing are modified to suit each individual’s accommodations.





SMCC Pay-for-Print Policy
Per Page Costs
	Each semester students receive a $20 printing credit. The balance resets at the end of the semester and any remaining credits are removed. The cost varies depending upon page size and whether printing is done in black and white or color.
a. There is a $0.10 per page fee for standard 8.5" by 11" black and white documents.
b. The reverse sides of duplex (double-sided) documents are free.
c. There is a $.50 per page fee for standard 8.5" by 11" color documents.
d. There is a $.20 per page fee for 8.5" by 14" (legal) or 11" by 17" (tabloid) black and white documents.
e. There is a $1.00 per page fee for 8.5" by 14" (legal) or 11" by 17" (tabloid) color documents.

			Duplex charges (printing on both sides of a page) work in the following fashion: One page is $0.10, two pages are $0.10, three pages are $0.20, and four pages are $0.20, etc. The flipsides are free, but another sheet of paper is $0.10. Please be aware that a document with any color at all (when printed to a color printer) will by default be printed in color. You are responsible for setting the print job to print black and white if you do not need color. For directions, please go to the IT Help tab in My SMCC. 

How does it work?
			The College’s pay-for-print system monitors printing on all printers (including those in general access labs, library printers, the Academic Achievement Center, Noisy Lounge and technology labs). Students can check the number of pages they have printed by using the Printing Balance tool available on SMCC computers (located in the lower right corner of the screen, near the clock). Departments with work study students who need to print documents for the department should contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 to have a special account set up.
Refunds
			Print jobs are eligible for a refund in the event of mechanical or electronic error on the part of the printer, print server, or software used to submit the job. Jobs are not eligible for a refund in cases where the job was not set up correctly, was submitted multiple times, or the student is not satisfied with the result. To request a refund, please bring the offending print to the IT Department in the basement of the Ross Technology Center. Refunds will be granted in the form of a credit to the student’s account.
Why is SMCC charging for printing?
			The pay-for-print system is an effort to control escalating printing costs. Charging for printing helps offset the increasing cost of supplies and encourages students to conserve resources. To find ways to reduce your printing charges, please go to the IT Help tab on My SMCC. If you have questions about the pay-for-printing policy or your printing charges, please contact the Help Desk at 741-5696 or send an email to helpdesk@smccme.edu. 
Be sure to log OUT of the system when you’ve finished your printing, to prevent unauthorized access to your account.

Add-Drop Policy
		Students who drop a course during the one-week “add/drop” period in the fall and spring semesters and the first three days of summer sessions receive a 100% refund of the tuition and associated fees for that course. Please note any course that meets for less than the traditional semester length, i.e., 15 weeks, has a pro-rated add/drop period. There is no refund for non-attendance.

Withdrawal Policy
			A student may withdraw from a course only during the semester in which s/he is registered for that course. The withdrawal period is the second through twelfth week of the fall and spring semesters and the second through ninth week of twelve-week summer courses. This period is pro-rated for shorter-length courses. To withdraw from a course, a student must complete and submit the appropriate course withdrawal form, available at the Enrollment Service Center (no phone calls, please). The designation “W” will appear on the transcript after a student has officially withdrawn. A course withdrawal is an uncompleted course and may adversely affect financial aid eligibility. Failure to attend or ceasing to attend class does not constitute withdrawal from the course. There is no refund associated with a withdrawal.

Plagiarism Statement
			Adherence to ethical academic standards is obligatory. Cheating is a serious offense, whether it consists of taking credit for work done by another person or doing work for which another person will receive credit. Taking and using the ideas or writings of another person without clearly and fully crediting the source is plagiarism and violates the academic code as well as the Student Code of Conduct. If it is suspected that a student in any course in which s/he is enrolled has knowingly committed such a violation, the faculty member should refer the matter to the College’s Disciplinary Officer and appropriate action will be taken under the Student Code of Conduct. Sanctions may include suspension from the course and a failing grade in the course. Students have the right to appeal these actions to the Disciplinary Committee under the terms outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. 
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